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- R8C BRIEFING 18 February 1850

/ NIDDLE ERAST DEVELOPNEKRTS
1, In & cabinet reshuffle iant weskend Qasim got rid of six miaisters |
who were favorably disposed toward Nasir and opposed Qasim®s pro~

Cosmunist policies. Sy making 10 new appointments Qasim presumably
thought he had conmolidated bhis own position by killing two birds |
with one stone: :
A. Bs brought into cabinet 8 civilians and 2 military officers he |
thought would be more amemable to his control;
B. He alse brought in 2 officers aot wholly sympathetic to his poney,é
but who were thereby removed from important military posts,vhere '
they were potentially more damgercus. |
C. However, unity of the nev osbinet ia already threatemed. The |

propaganda minister submitted his resignstion on 10 February after

Qasim ovdered the reopening of a Communist newspaper which bad |
been suspended by the propaganda miaister, 1

25X1

I}, 1In Howait, natieonalist and pro-UAR pressures are building up sad
becoming threat to Ruler | | 25X6

iz Iraqg.

! A, Suler thianking of joining Arad league as way of appessiag Fasir
g and populace in Kuwait,
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